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Oceania and Australia; and finally in pre^Coltmibiaii
America^ particularly Peru, When we examine what we
are told of mummification in these areas3 we         three

features which appear to be general^ except in Ancient
Egypt:

(1)  Mummification is limited to kings and chiefs.

(2)  Mummies are not kept indefinitely^ but are burnt
or otherwise disposed of at the end of a fixed period,

(3)  The disposal of the old king's or chief's mummy
coincides with the installation of the new king or chief.

Everywhere throughout this wide area we find one or
more of these features; sometimes we find them all and3
though our information is often very incomplete^ we
nowhere find anything inconsistent with them* that is to
say, anything to suggest that mummification was anywhere
either a general practice* or a family affair.

Starting from the West* we know little of the rites of the
extinct Guanches of the Canaries^ but are told that among
them "embalming was practised only for the chiefs and for
the wealthier classes' (W. R. Dawso% Proc. R.S.

For Negro Africa we have a good deal of information; I
shall give some samples only.

*Among the Jufcun (of Nigeria)* whose king is or was
slain by his successor, the entrails are removed* and the
corpse smeared with butter and salt; then it is dried over
a slow fire; finally the death is announced to the people*
and the slayer of the dead man takes his pkce5 stepping
over the corpse in the course of the accession rites.*

At Ida there are four branches of the royal family which
provide the king in turn. Each king is mummified* and
remains unburied until another king of Ms 0wn branch